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' Oet. 28, 1949
5208 Glenw ood Rd.
Bethesda, Hd.

bear aAunt Queenie,

I ¥as 80 sOrry %o near through mother that you haven't
been weli lately. I do so hope you'll piek up qulc.ly and be your
0ld cmeerful self again as soon as possible! Emily's being there:
must be & wonderful help to your morale as well as your house=:
keeping, althougn Iroa Emily's letter to mother I gather she is

ust as fond of housekeeping and ust as much of an expest at 1t
as I am! She has my deep sympathy if she had to flounder around
only half as much as I did when I first moved in here. 1 was 80
abysxally 1§norant and so sadly helpless about_taings thab it
bsgane positively funny- though not for several months was I able
to see the faintest kleam of humor in the situation. When I £inally
realizaed whet 2 dope 1'd been not to leayn tne elementals of housee
keeping long agoy L sat down and wrote &n article for the "¥érsign
gervice ournal”(what you might call our house organ) .coniessing
my sins and crrors in tramit master in what was intended to be a
funny way. In any case, since very few people write tnings for
the msgazine, they were willing to publish my article, and when
‘it aypsars 1'11l send it to you, hoping 1t will cheer you up and
urge Emiry on tomore and yet more domest ic endeyevor. ;

Phis poor typewriter is our one and only, and lLaurence -
ohn sonsidérs that it is ust as much his am anybo&y'a,,with the

result that all sorts of queer things are wrong wits it. It won't
write tie letter between I and E in the aiphabet at a1l iately, and
from the state of tie ribbon one would tnink thut it had been used
to tie up the hair of his little friend petsey down the street. He
himself has a crew cub, tow head, and manly atiitude now Thut he
18 nearing tour. He goes Lo nursery schoocl in the morning, and is
able to write his initlals very well on tne tupewriter, and very

. poori¥ by hand. He aims to be either an engineer or a garbage man
when he grows up, he says, and intends to marry Betsey, whom I )
mentioned shove. He is aslternately such a little darling and auch
an infernsl nuisance that I ¢an't say off hand whatl he's going to
gettle down &8, but mevertheless we are awfully fond of him. S50

. muen so bhat I can't resist sending you tnis plcture of him. It's
a good likeness of him , as he looks up and with innoccent curlosity
asks sueh questions as Why does manma wear sucn a fummy hat 7"

_ wiiilam and -I are both busily en oying life in the United
States while yet we may. And though I certalnly 3o miss nmy dear
departed nursemald, I st111 think it's a wonderful place to live in.
ine stores, the electrical gadgets, the hot running water, the frozen

- foods, etc. meke up for & lot. Here in Washington we finally meet all
the people from all over the world whom we tnought we had sald good-
bie for ever to0, in raris and Lisbon and Hilan and Lagos and Caracas.
It's a wonderful feeling to see old fréeénds agaln. We have a guest-
room always ready for the first person wno calls us up, and I wish
more would. All of which is a broad hint o both of you people, in
case you are able to get anywhere near Bethesda, Md. I should love
to see you both, so I hope 1I'm not hinting in vailn. i

Best of luck, love, and a speedy recovery,
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